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Hope 

54. (…) The recent pandemic enabled us to recognize and appreciate once more all those
around us who, in the midst of fear, responded by putting their lives on the line. We began to
realize that our lives are interwoven with and sustained by ordinary people valiantly shaping
the decisive events of our shared history: doctors, nurses, pharmacists, storekeepers and
supermarket workers, cleaning personnel, caretakers, transport workers, men and women
working to provide essential services and public safety, volunteers, priests and religious…
They understood that no one is saved alone (…).

Business activity 

123. Business activity is essentially “a noble vocation, directed to producing wealth and
improving our world”. (…) In God’s plan, each individual is called to promote his or her own
development, and this includes finding the best economic and technological means of
multiplying goods and increasing wealth. Business abilities, which are a gift from God, should
always be clearly directed to the development of others and to eliminating poverty, especially
through the creation of diversified work opportunities. The right to private property is always
accompanied by the primary and prior principle of the subordination of all private property to
the universal destination of the earth’s goods, and thus the right of all to their use.

A heart open to the whole world 

130. This [the response to the arrival of migrating persons] implies taking certain indispensable
steps, especially in response to those who are fleeing grave humanitarian crises. As
examples, we may cite: increasing and simplifying the granting of visas; adopting programmes



of individual and community sponsorship; opening humanitarian corridors for the most 
vulnerable refugees; providing suitable and dignified housing; guaranteeing personal security 
and access to basic services; ensuring adequate consular assistance and the right to retain 
personal identity documents; equitable access to the justice system; the possibility of opening 
bank accounts and the guarantee of the minimum needed to survive; freedom of movement 
and the possibility of employment; protecting minors and ensuring their regular access to 
education; providing for programmes of temporary guardianship or shelter; guaranteeing 
religious freedom; promoting integration into society; supporting the reuniting of families; and 
preparing local communities for the process of integration. 

Local flavour 

145. There can be a false openness to the universal, born of the shallowness of those lacking 
insight into the genius of their native land or harbouring unresolved resentment towards their 
own people. Whatever the case, “we constantly have to broaden our horizons and see the 
greater good which will benefit us all. But this has to be done without evasion or uprooting. 
We need to sink our roots deeper into the fertile soil and history of our native place, which is 
a gift of God. We can work on a small scale, in our own neighbourhood, but with a larger 
perspective… The global need not stifle, nor the particular prove barren”; our model must be 
that of a polyhedron, in which the value of each individual is respected, where “the whole is 
greater than the part, but it is also greater than the sum of its parts”. 

A better kind of politics 

162. The biggest issue is employment. The truly “popular” thing – since it promotes the good 
of the people – is to provide everyone with the opportunity to nurture the seeds that God has 
planted in each of us: our talents, our initiative and our innate resources. This is the finest help 
we can give to the poor, the best path to a life of dignity. Hence my insistence that, “helping 
the poor financially must always be a provisional solution in the face of pressing needs. The 
broader objective should always be to allow them a dignified life through work”. Since 
production systems may change, political systems must keep working to structure society in 
such a way that everyone has a chance to contribute his or her own talents and efforts. For 
“there is no poverty worse than that which takes away work and the dignity of work”. In a 
genuinely developed society, work is an essential dimension of social life, for it is not only a 
means of earning one’s daily bread, but also of personal growth, the building of healthy 
relationships, self-expression and the exchange of gifts. Work gives us a sense of shared 
responsibility for the development of the world, and ultimately, for our life as a people.  

196. (…) Indeed, “authentic political life, built upon respect for law and frank dialogue between 
individuals, is constantly renewed whenever there is a realization that every woman and man, 
and every new generation, brings the promise of new relational, intellectual, cultural and 
spiritual energies”. 

197. Viewed in this way, politics is something more noble than posturing, marketing and media 
spin. These sow nothing but division, conflict and a bleak cynicism incapable of mobilizing 
people to pursue a common goal. At times, in thinking of the future, we do well to ask 



ourselves, “Why I am doing this?”, “What is my real aim?” For as time goes on, reflecting on 
the past, the questions will not be: “How many people endorsed me?”, “How many voted for 
me?”, “How many had a positive image of me?” The real, and potentially painful, questions 
will be, “How much love did I put into my work?” “What did I do for the progress of our people?” 
“What mark did I leave on the life of society?” “What real bonds did I create?” “What positive 
forces did I unleash?” “How much social peace did I sow?” “What good did I achieve in the 
position that was entrusted to me?” 

From: http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html 

 
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html

